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A single street is sometimes all that separates 
different worlds. HOPE and DESPAIR exist in 

different worlds, and yet they are found on opposite 
sides of the SAME STREET, mere steps away     

from one another.
That’s true of a street in Toledo where the Mareda 

Center rests directly across from Moody Manor, 
a low-income housing complex that has been the 
scene of monstrous acts of violence and too many 
senseless tragedies.

In 2011, the horrific shooting-death of a 1-year-
old and the wounding of her infant sister propelled 
the Mareda Board of Trustees to search for better 
ways to impact the Moody Manor community. 
The violence was a clear sign that housing alone 
wasn’t bringing life-changes to the residents. With 
problems of drugs, gangs and all the issues that 
arise from poverty, the board took steps to focus  
on education as a way to bring hope to the primarily 
single-parents and their children.

Children find the path to The Mareda Center 
(TMC) in many ways. 

• Some come simply because they are hungry.
• Others may see kids playing with adults 
  (during our summer program) and it looks   
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  like fun.
• Some hear they can get school         
  supplies or help with homework.     
• Possibly Mom needs help –  
  navigating the court system   
  or Children Services, or she needs 
  food, can’t pay her rent, or is  
  curious about programs for          
  little ones. 
• Some Moms get interested 
  in pursuing a GED, a goal we help  
  them achieve.

The word gets out that Mom 
can get help or support from 

The Mareda Center. 
Lives can change…

we’ve seen it happen!
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• A GED program in partnership with Penta Career 
Center…supported by volunteers. GED students master 
concepts in math, science, reading and writing—with 
graduation and passage of the State of Ohio GED test in mind.

• A children’s Reading Room where a Montessori-trained, 
licensed teacher masterminds the programming.

• Assistance helping parents enroll in the State of Ohio Ed 
Choice Scholarship Program which allows families to leave 
failing schools and attend private schools. The Mareda Center 
supports those students 
with transportation, 
uniforms, homework 
help and tutoring.

• A summer program 
to stave off summer 
learning loss while 
reinforcing character 
development, fostering 
community, and 
providing a fun, 
resource-rich, safe space for children to play, learn, and grow.
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Just a 
sheet

She asked me 
if I could give her a sheet.

“A sheet, like for a bed?” I thought, 
knowing how many of our children 

don’t necessarily have beds—certainly 
not like the ones you and I sleep in.

“Yeah, like for a bed,” she said. 
Then she added, “We got kicked out 

of our house and all our stuff is 
at the curb. I thought if I put a sheet 

over it maybe no one would 
pick through and take it.”

Should any 8-year-old face 
such a dilemma?                  

I wish these kinds of requests were rare 
among the children we see regularly at 
the Mareda Center. But they aren’t. The 
everyday challenges they contend with 

would shock most of us. 

   Your contribution allows us 
to open a track to a better life 

for these children.        
—Allison Perz  

Director

Student volunteers from 
area high schools help  
light the fire of learning 
with the children. Having 
an older buddy leading the 
way makes an impact on 
our young charges.


